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Abstract: Relations between governors and economic units have always attracted at-
tention of economists, politicians, sociologists… This article reviews most prominent 
approaches to this problem developed by economists in the past centuries. Their va-
riety is shown according to an increasing complexity of approaches. As the system of 
economic knowledge penetrated deeper and deeper into the issue, views changed from 
simple Adam Smith’s viewpoint according to which interests of entrepreneurs and the 
state were very close, to ones introducing more details and more players into the analy-
sis, like the Marxian class approach, Coase’s agents approach and modern Game Theory 
based auction approaches. The final part of the article develops the concept of “balance 
of powers” between the private and the public sectors in order to minimize costs of eco-
nomic regulation which can be achieved through considering certain characteristics of 
every state and people.
Абстракт: Взаимоотношения бизнеса и государства — тема, всегда 
интересовавшая экономистов, политологов, социологов… В данной статье 
рассматриваются основные, сформировавшиеся на сегодняшний день, подходы 
к анализу данной проблемы. По мере углубления знаний об экономике, взгляды 
исследователей эволюционировали от простого подхода Адама Смита, 
видевшего в интересах предпринимателей и государства много общего, к более 
сложным концепциям, учитывающим большее количество деталей и игроков, 
таким как классовая теория Маркса, теория агентских взаимоотношений, 
разрабатываемая последователями Рональда Коуза, современные подходы, 
основанные на теории игр. В последней части статьи рассматривается подход, 
основанный на поиске баланса сил между государственным и частным сектором, 
минимизирующего издержки экономического регулирования, достижение 
которого возможно при учете особенностей отдельного государства и его 
населения.
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	 Relationships between business and state 
— is a really wide issue with long history and 
multiple points of view on it. Should the state 
control business of some companies or its 
treatment to all commercial enterprises must 
be the same? Or it is the business who takes 
control over state bureaucrats and uses them 
for its own purposes? There’s no certain an-
swer to these questions. Lack of confidence 
and consent is present both among officials 
and among private companies on how to pro-

tect their interests.
	 This article explores most prominent ap-
proaches analyzing the issue of business-
government relationships which formed to 
the date. Major progress in this direction has 
been achieved with development of the mod-
ern neoinstitutional theories. Still, economists 
had been interested in this problem for a very 
long time before. It was yet Adam Smith who 
pointed at importance of property rights pro-
tection for development of trade and entre-
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